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Greenway Downs Citizens Association
The Greenway Downs Citizens Association is a non-profit,
non-partisan association of residents that represents around
450 households in Greenway Downs.
The GDCA was formed in 1942 by a group of Greenway
Downers who were indignant about sewage bubbling up in
back yards and endangering their children playing in Tripp’s
Run.
We are a member of the Fairfax County Federation of Civic
Associations.

Greenway Downs Annual Meeting
Monday, May 13, 7-9 pm
The Italian Café
7161 Lee Highway
Come join us at the Greenway Downs Citizens Association
annual meeting.
Kimberly Cook, principal for Timber Lane Elementary School
and Allison Richter from the Virginia Department of
Transportation will be our featured speakers.
The speakers will be followed by an introduction to the new
Greenway Downs Board members and a general discussion about
other Greenway Downs business.
(Please see Jenny Girard’s article about VDOT on page 5)

Buy A Greenway Downs T-Shirt!
Support your neighborhood activities and purchase a Greenway
Downs tee for $15.
Go to www.greenwaydowns.org to see a color photo of the front
and back.
Email jennyagirard@gmail.com or call 202-549-1214 for sizing
details.
Tees will be for sale at the May 13 meeting!

Please note: You are free to come early and grab a bite or
beverage at the bar to bring into the meeting, but we have booked
the meeting room with no food service or servers.

Thank You Jennifer Rankin & Ashley Davis!
Greenway Downs thanks Jennifer Rankin & Ashley Davis for cochairing our social committee for the past several years. We
benefitted greatly from their hard work, enjoying such activities
as the Annual Block Party and Winterfest!

Thank You Jeff Evans, Lisa French and Mary Anne Painter!
Greenway Downs thanks these three residents for serving on the Board this year. This leaves 3 Board seats vacant, so take this opportunity
to get involved in your neighborhood and meet your neighbors. For a full description of what the Board does see p. 3.
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President:

Stay Informed in Greenway Downs

Lisa French

GDCA list-serve: If you join the list-serve you will receive

2809 Marshall St.
lisamariefrench@gmail.com
Vice-President:

Jeff Evans

emails from the Board and social committee about specific
Greenway Downs events. You may also submit agenda items for the
GDCA Board meetings and keep up-to-date on recent items of
Greenway Downs interest. To join, email
greenwaydownsinfo@gmail.com with “subscribe” in the subject line.

Jenny Girard

Nextdoor: This social media platform will plug you into a larger

2800 West George Mason Rd.
jeffersonallenevans@gmail.com
Treasurer:

group of neighborhoods for the purposes of facilitating
communications on common issues like traffic, crime, for sale items,
etc. To join this network go to Nextdoor and find us at
“Jefferson VL & Greenway Dns”

7235 Lee Highway
jennyagirard@gmail.com
Secretary:

Dana Diaz
2801 Greenway Blvd.
danaraediaz@gmail.com

Note: The GDCA Board and social committee only post
information on Nextdoor if relevant to the larger group and these
postings often get lost under the sheer volume of other postings on
the platform.

Member:
2840 Summerfield Rd.
kswatt99@gmail.com
Member:

Kevin Swatt

You can also find us on Facebook at “Greenway Downs Citizens
Association.”
Mary Anne Painter

2823 Marshall St.
mcalamas@gmail.com
Member:

Candidates Forum for Providence District
Supervisor
Ranjeet Singh

May 7, 7:30 p.m.
Graham Road Elementary School.

2834 Greenway Blvd.
ranjeet13@hotmail.com
Member:

Jefferson Village Civic Association (JVCA) invites the surrounding
neighborhoods to attend a forum for the candidates vying for the
Providence District Supervisor position. This is a free, non-partisan
event.

Iris Trieb
2814 Winchester Way
triebi@hotmail.com

Member:
Newsletter Editor

In view of limited space, the JVCA asks for an RSVP through the
Event Calendar on Nextdoor. If you would rather rsvp by email, you
can email sararaekelly@gmail.com.

Sara Kelly

For more information about the forum check the events calendar
on Nextdoor.

2807 West George Mason Rd.
sararaekelly@gmail.com

The Picture on the Front Page
Thank you to Judy Reynolds for sharing this photo. In 1927, 7219
Lee Highway was built in 1 month by Ruby Lee Minar, the real
estate developer for Greenway Downs. The building was owned
by Margaret and Harry C. Tubbs from 1936 to 1946. For more
about Greenway Downs history see www.greenwaydowns.org.

Jefferson Village/GreenwayDowns Yard Sale
June 15, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. (raindate: June 22)
To sign up, send an email to jvyardsale@gmail.com. Include your
name, address, brief description of items & phone number.

Residential Permit Parking District (RPPD)

For more information see events calendar on Nextdoor.

If you are new to an RPPD street, here is the link to apply for
the free but necessary stickers for you registered vehicles.
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/parking/rppdapply
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Join the Greenway Downs Board and be a voice for your community!

The Board meets about once a month. We tackle long term issues like traffic relief, in conjunction with the Providence Supervisor, our
liaison with VDOT. We also support a wide variety of efforts by residents to organize events like the Annual Block Party, Holiday
Decorating Contest, and the Park and Stream clean up. We also work with Jefferson Village on joint social events.
You must be willing to commit to attending Board meetings roughly once a month. The meetings are flexibly scheduled around the Board
members’ schedules. Our by-laws say that a street cannot provide more than two members. Please contact Sara at sararaekelly@gmail.com
or Jenny at jennyagirard@gmail.com for more information.

Greenway Downs Needs a Block Party Coordinator
The annual Greenway Downs Block Party is one of our most popular events.
For this event to happen this September we need a coordinator!

Job Description
•
•
•

Arrange the first organizational meeting in June and set the date for the Block Party.
Organize the recruitment of volunteers and preliminary planning for the event over the summer.
You will have lots of resources to work with and a fountain of knowledge from previous Block Party organizers and volunteers.
If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer, email Sara at sararaekelly@gmail.com
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Falls Church Distillers
442 S. Washington Street, Ste A
A Review By Iris Trieb

This quirky establishment, which opened in 2017, has a unique set up. It offers tastings on one side countered on the other by a small
restaurant with their signature spirits alongside locally brewed beer, wine and a selection of Italian food and small plates.
The owners are Falls Church’s Michael Paluzzi, an Air Force veteran, and his son Lorenzo, a chemist and chief distiller. The atmosphere
is casual-dressed down, with a 300-gallon still as a backdrop. Fall Church Distillers is locally focused by having partnerships with other
local businesses to present local beer on tap (including Mad Fox) as well as displaying local art on the walls for sale.
There are a variety of evening events, including Open Mic (Sunday), live musical performances (Friday) and live performers or DJs
(Saturday), trivia (Thursday) and poker (Monday), as well as unique events like a yoga brunch with Get Bent Yoga.
Falls Church Distillers produces and has available for tastings/bottle purchase a range of small batch spirits including vodkas, gins, rums,
and whiskies. Staff are friendly, and the desserts are good.
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Condition of Our Greenway Downs Roads (Spoiler: It's Gotten Worse)
by Jenny Girard

Several years ago when I joined the board, I started following the conditions of our roads. At the time, only a few of our roads were
in poor or very poor condition. Now, every road except one is in "very poor condition" according to the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT), who owns and maintains our roads in Greenway Downs. On behalf of the board, I have been talking to a
representative at VDOT since last year. She explained that there are more roads in very poor condition than they are able to cover
every year. However, VDOT recognizes that our portion of Fairfax County has very old roads that will need repair. We did not
make the list for repairs in 2019 (that list was decided in late 2018), but if we make our voices heard, perhaps our roads can be fixed
in 2020.
What can you do?
Let VDOT know our roads need repaving (and not just pot hole patches)!
Go to this website: https://my.vdot.virginia.gov and let them know your concerns.
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How Greenway Downs Got its Name
The Washington Post, June 12, 1927 pg. R3
“Greenway Downs” Name of Minar Subdivision

Miss Sarah A. Howlett Wins $100 Award Over 1,000 Entrants With the name “Greenway Downs”
Miss Sarah A. Howlett, 2009 Park road northwest, won the $100 prize contest for the naming of the new Ruby Lee Minar, Inc.,
subdivision at Falls Church, Va., in Fairfax County. Announcement of the winner was made by the committee of judges, which was made
up of Mrs. Grace Hay Riley, dean of the Washington College of Law and president of the Woman’s City Club; Joshua Evans, jr., vice
president of the District National Bank; Dorsey W. Hyde, jr., secretary of the Washington Chamber of Commerce; W. S. Hoge Jr.,
president of Boulevard Properties, Inc., and Mrs. Minar.
About 1,000 names were submitted during the contest and the judges encountered some difficulty in selecting the winner because of the
excellence of a large number of suggestions. When the choice had been narrowed down to a half dozen, Greenway Downs finally was
decided upon by the judges not alone because of its attractiveness but also on account of its historical significance in its tribute to Lord
Fairfax, one of the most interesting and romantic figures of colonial days. Lord Fairfax owned the northern neck of Virginia, the land
between the Potomac and the Rappahannock Rivers and between Chesapeake Bay and the Allegheny Mountains. His cousin, William
Fairfax’s daughter, Anne, married Lawrence Washington. It was through this marriage that Lord Fairfax met the youthful George
Washington and made him his surveyor. He is credited with doing more to advance the interests of Washington than any other man.
The manor house of Lord Fairfax at White Post, Va., was known as Greenway Court, and its was from this old Fairfax estate that Miss
Howlett took the name of Greenway Downs for the new homesite tract which is the first to be developed by Mrs. Minar in Fairfax County.
Mrs. Minar will place the new subdivision on sale next Saturday, June 18. Restrictions will be much the same as in the other subdivisions
of Washington and Virginia the intention being to have it a fitting and attractive addition to Falls Church, which is known as one of the
prettiest Virginia suburbs of the National Capital. The prize will be presented to Miss Howlett at Greenway Downs on the opening day.

Random Neighborhood Factoid
Concerned Citizens Informal
Traffic Study Results for Summerfield Road
Tuesday, April 9th (4:00-5:00pm)
Cars traveling North - 65
Cars traveling South - 100
Wednesday, April 10th (5:00-6:00pm)
Cars traveling North - 69
Cars traveling South - 177
Thursday, April 11th (6:00-7:00pm)
Cars traveling North - 77
Cars traveling South - 129
New to Greenway Downs?
If you are new to Greenway Downs, email Sara at sararaekelly@gmail.com to receive our Greenway Downs Welcome
Wagon package. This includes a Greenway Downs Directory of Residents and an informative brochure.
OR
Have a New Neighbor?
Take the opportunity to use this Welcome Wagon Package to meet & greet a new neighbor!
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Who Owns John Mastenbrook Park?
by Sara Kelly
Parcel Numbers and the Vagaries of History
This is a strange but true story about the history and management of our Greenway Downs John Mastenbrook Park. When the first
part of Greenway Downs was carved out of a 109 acre dairy farm in 1927, the surveyors assigned a tax assessor’s parcel number to
each saleable lot, but some lots were not saleable and received no parcel numbers. The portion of Greenway Downs that is now along
Custis Parkway and the creek was an unbuildable, soggy, boggy wetland and the entire area was designated as a road right-of-way.
Over the next two decades, as our subdivision expanded, this soggy, boggy bottomland with road right-of-way was extended all the
way to Woodlawn. This area fell under the jurisdiction of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). For the purposes of
this article, we will call this creek portion the first section of present-day John Mastenbrook Park.
We will call the western tot lot end the second section of present-day Mastenbrook Park. These lots were all assigned parcel numbers
but when housing was developed in the 1940’s parcels 61 & 62 in the tot lot area were identified as floodplain and given to the Park
Authority (PA) for parkland. The soggy boggy portion of section onenstill received no parcel number.
For years, residents along section one suffered greatly from the constant flooding along that soggy, boggy stretch of land that was not
so much a creek but a trashy wet dumping ground. Greenway Downs citizens petitioned both VDOT and the County for water
mitigation improvements. They were rewarded over the next several decades with road paving, curb and guttering, the dredging of a
deeper creek channel with bank reinforcements to handle water flow, and the underground channeling of a portion of the creek from
Cameron to Bolling Road.
In the 1970’s, Greenway Downs residents petitioned for the creation of parkland along section one. VDOT, the PA and the County
worked together to combine sections one and two into a 3.54 acre park. Residents were richly rewarded on December 18, 1975 when
Park Authority representative John Mastenbrook, now our park namesake, held a special dedication ceremony on Custis Parkway to
celebrate the dedication of our new multi-use Greenway Downs Park! Today, what we see from Cameron to Woodlawn is a beautiful
stretch of green space alongside a fairly tame creek.
Resource Protection Area (RPA)
In 1993 the Fairfax Board of Supervisors adopted the Resource Protection Area (RPA) plan as part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Protection Act. Section one of Mastenbrook Park fell within the designated RPA because of the creek, section two did not. This
coincided with a decline in the PA maintenance of the park and by 2017 the trees along the creek were choked by invasive species and
bamboo had taken over at the western end by the tot lot.
Volunteers & Legal Limbo
In 2017, the PA permitted volunteers to clear bamboo from the second section of the park. However, permission to remove the
invasive species in section one now had to come from the State via the PA because of the RPA overlay. The PA could not submit a
request form for permission from the State without parcel numbers. The lack of parcel numbers, ones that never existed in the first
place, were not only a stumbling block for a permit, but even led the PA to deny ownership of section one of the park at all. No parcel
numbers, no clear ownership, hence, legal limbo.
The Temporary Solution
The GDCA appealed to the Providence District Supervisor’s office (PDSO). The full letter can be read at
http://greenwaydowns.org/files/documents/aedfeaab-bee1-4400-9139-3da10fd103c1.pdf, but
I am happy to report that PDSO interceded for us, and despite the continuing legal limbo, our volunteers were given a green light and
have been working hard to remove the invasive species that threaten our trees and shrubs along the creek.
This week, the PA said they could no longer support us by providing a dumpster or removing debris piles due to lack of manpower
and money. We have permission to continue our volunteer efforts but are challenged to find a way to deal with the debris ourselves.
Perhaps our future challenges will be tackling the legal limbo issue and pressuring the county to put more money into park
maintenance.
Meantime, if you would like to help us with our efforts in John Mastenbrook Park please email me at sararaekelly@gmail.com.
Remember, your kids can earn community service points!
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