
Salt Point 
Dutchess County, N.Y. 

Nov. 12th, 1918 
 

Dear Mr. Church:- 
 
There does not seem to be any immediate prospect of our getting down to Virginia. There seemed to be only one 
place where we could get living accommodations—at the old Lawton Place—and then the lady there got sick and 
went to the hospital. 
 
We had planned to come down by auto thru Delaware Water Gap and Gettysburg and then spend a week or two 
at Falls Church and from there go on down by auto to visit friends in Arkansas for a few weeks, but the season is 
too late now for all that, so we’ll stay where we are for the present and come down to Virginia when it is a bit more 
convenient to do so. 
 
We have taken a very nice ten room house, fully furnished and with modern improvements—running water, hot 
water heat-. The family retains two rooms. It is very comfortable in this little village about ten miles out from 
Poughkeepsie and about two and a half miles from the town where my uncle, Dr. C H. Tripp, lives. 
 
As I shall probably not see you very soon, I shall write about a few matters of business. 
 

(1) By your letter of June 14th last I note that Hirst had paid his rent on the farm up to and including April- 
payment made on May 11th. I also learn that no deposits have been made to my credit in the Falls Church 
Bank since you sent that letter, so I presume you have been holding for me the rentals since paid together 
with any receipts from stone etc., if any. I should be pleased to receive another statement, up to date, of 
these matters, with deductions shown for what may have had to be expended. 

 
(2) The taxes, I believe, should be paid before Dec. 1st in order to avoid a penalty of 5%. The taxes are 

probably somewhere about $75 or $85. I don’t know what additions recent legislation may have made. I 
presume you have plenty in hand for this, provided the tenant has paid up. 

 
(3) There may be some insurance due before the 1st of January, I do not have all my papers before me at the 

present moment, but I think that comes to about $15 or $16. This should be paid, if you can find any 
record or notice of it. 

 
(4) I believe I have no copy of the contract made with Al Swift in regard to the place he is trying to buy. As I 

understand it, he is to pay $12 per month which applies in interest first and then on principle. He also has 
to pay the back taxes and insurance for years 1915, 1916, 1917. Your commission as selling agent is to 
come out before anything is paid over to me. I should like to know how this account stands at present, as it 
is about one year since I have heard anything about it, and then no details of payments made. 

 
(5) If, after deducting sufficient for taxes, insurance or other expenses, you have a remainder, I should like to 

have it deposited to my credit in the Falls Church Bank and notice of date of deposit and amount sent to 
me. If the funds in hand are not sufficient, for any reason, to meet all the expenses, I should like to be 
informed of such fact, and income from this and future months retained by you until you have sufficient to 
clear all accounts. 

 
I should thank you very much to let me hear from you at your earliest convenience on these several matters. 
 
If you recall my last letter to you, I understood to play prophet about the war, but I was altogether too conservative. 
I never dreamed the war would end until we had actually got into Germany. I guess you are extremely relieved in 
regard to Guy. I surely congratulate you. Of course, he may not come home at once, but he is now free of danger. 
 
Sincerely Yours 
Percy B. Tripp 
 
 
Source: Mary Riley Styles Library 
History Room 
“Tripp, Percy B.”-hanging file 


