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Thank you to everyone who has
emailed us with  questions, and
suggestions. Want to contribute
ideas for our next newsletter?  
Send ideas to 

GreenwayDownsInfo@gmail.com

We look forward to your feedback!

NEWSLETTER OF 
GREENWAY DOWNS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 

SPRING 2025

AROUND 
THE DOWNS

WHAT’S INSIDE?
Annual Board Meeting
Spring Fling 
Prepare for Spring Fling
Free Native Trees and Bushes 
Creek Cleanup 
Recycling 
Composting
Interview with Kristen Jones
Front Porch Fridays
Neighborhood Interest Groups 

3
5
6
7
9
10
11
11
13
13

Newsletter editors: Yao Chong (Cavalier Trail) &
Marjorie Wallach (Woodlawn) 

mailto:GreenwayDownsInfo@gmail.com


Page 2



To Support 
Greenway Downs

If you love living in this neighborhood, then we hope you'll
consider supporting us with a donation in 2025, so we can keep
doing great things around Greenway Downs. For example, this
year, there will be an opportunity to receive free trees on your
property, attend festivals, meet neighbors at Front Porch
Fridays, join more neighborhood groups, and hear from local
officials at our Annual Meeting. As you know, Greenway Downs
doesn’t have an HOA like a lot of neighborhoods, so we rely on
voluntary donations from our households.

Greenway Downs Needs You!

President: Jeremy Black (W George Mason)
Vice President: Jenny Girard (Route 29)
Secretary: Ana Letona (Winchester) 
Treasurer: Kristen Jones (W George Mason)
Members-at-Large:
Bryan Crist (Marshall)
Agney Deshpande (Woodlawn)
Erin Keedy (Cameron)
Andrew Ross (Greenway)
Marjorie Wallach (Woodlawn)
 

GDCA Board Members

Update Your Household Info in the Neighborhood Directory

Help keep our neighborhood directory up to date! We only print it once every few
years, so now’s your chance to ensure your contact info is included. Scan the QR
code to fill out your details—it only takes a minute and saves our volunteer board a
lot of time. The directory is print-only and shared exclusively (and for free) with
neighbors—every household will receive a copy this fall. Don’t miss out on staying
connected with our community!
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Please support us today by visiting
tinyurl.com/SupportGreenway, scanning the
code to the right, or dropping off a check to
“GDCA” at 2802 W. George Mason Rd.
Suggested donation is just $20 a year ($10 for
seniors). Help us  keep providing opportunities
for the community to connect and have fun
events. Thank you for your support! 

GDCA Annual Board Meeting 
All neighbors are invited to the Annual Meeting at the Italian Cafe
on Wednesday, May 7. Doors open at 6:45pm to mingle, and the
meeting begins at 7pm. Come get updates on important
neighborhood topics, and ask questions or provide your feedback.
Our residents also get to vote on the new slate of board members. 

We will have Karl Frisch from the School Board speaking this year,
as well as leaders from the Fairfax Invasive Removal Alliance.
Jeremy Black, President of Greenway Downs, will give an update
on the neighborhood and will be available to answer your burning
questions about all things Greenway Downs.

We will provide free apps and drinks. All you have to do is show up!

To purchase a Greenway Downs T-shirt
or hat, come to Spring Fling or email

GreenwayDownsInfo@gmail.com.
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Pups for Adoption 

prepare for spring fling April 26

We are proud to have Homeward Trails
Animal Rescue back at our Spring Fling!
In our Fall Fest last year,  many puppies
were adopted by our neighbors. We can’t
wait to see more adoptable pups finding
homes in our neighborhood. 

Plant Swap
Bring a plant , take home a plant or
both! Both indoor and outdoor
plants are welcome!
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Enjoy food from the local restaurants -
Harveys, The Falls, and Badd Pizza at
the Spring Fling on April 26. You can
also purchase locally made hot sauce
for sale from the Black Eyed Susan
Spice Co.

Tasty Bites

https://www.facebook.com/homewardtrails?__cft__[0]=AZVh02mCccTzl_unGX_vUcl4C_TArkngp4uqcAGlS5k3reNOnAki672_7AhgVgPjO_1U1DfsWSHrzhy70YM86uNICRaDMscxAjwIetk521qP55eZVBpjA2ce9T0OwpYTWfNtvxy8jB-JANzbwvP4c3_XFMTayNadJ1twtkwaOHDEX270Hsv-ZkiOXrUGvDrRlG8&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/homewardtrails?__cft__[0]=AZVh02mCccTzl_unGX_vUcl4C_TArkngp4uqcAGlS5k3reNOnAki672_7AhgVgPjO_1U1DfsWSHrzhy70YM86uNICRaDMscxAjwIetk521qP55eZVBpjA2ce9T0OwpYTWfNtvxy8jB-JANzbwvP4c3_XFMTayNadJ1twtkwaOHDEX270Hsv-ZkiOXrUGvDrRlG8&__tn__=-]K-R
https://blackeyedspices.com/
https://blackeyedspices.com/
https://blackeyedspices.com/


ELDERBERRY FLOWERS &
BERRIES

INDIGO BUSH AND FLOWER

LOBLOLLY PINE

American Elderberries have been used to
make tea & jam for centuries and birds
love them!

Indigo Bush is used in traditional medicine
and for dying fabrics.

Loblolly Pine- grows to a majestic height!

SYCAMORE
Sycamores are fast-growing and reach 75
feet. They prefer full sun. The trees have
flowers and round, seed-filled fruit.

SILKY DOGWOOD BUSH
SilkyDogwood bush has creamy white flowers in
spring and drooping blue clusters in late summer
that attract birds. It can grow into a thicket and
likes full sun to dappled shade. 

DOGWOOD
Flowering Dogwood is
Virginia’s State Tree.

REDBUD
Redbuds will grow well in
full sun to partial shade
with moderate clay soil.
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NATIVE   TREES   &   BUSHES
All native plants listed below will be available for free at Spring Fling on April 26- while supplies last.
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Meet at Mastenbrook Park Cul-de-sac.
Coffee and Doughnuts will be provided.

We need your help removing trash and invasive species. Maintaining our
small park and creek continue to be up to us.  Left unchecked, invasive vines
will smother and kill native trees. We need everyone’s help cleaning up the
creek and removing invasive, non-native plants!! 

Bring the family. Students can fulfill their Community Service Hours. 

For any questions, reach out to kristen_b_jones@yahoo.com
                     

CELEBRATING SPRING
Creek Cleanup

Saturday, May 17
9:00am-12:00pm

Mastenbrook Park Cul-de-sac

LET’S COME TOGETHER TO CLEAN OUR CREEK!
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Never put curbside recycling in plastic
bags. 

Plastic bags can only be recycled at
grocery stores.

Only plastics #1, #2 and #5 can be
recycled. The numbers are  found at the
bottom of containers. All other plastic
must go in trash.

Rinse out all plastic containers.

No Styrofoam like coffee cups or fast
food containers.

Don’t crush or flatten water bottles or
cans because recycling machines sort
materials based on shape and size and
they can be mistaken for paper!

Leave caps on bottles.

 

 Tips for recycling at homeRecycling News 
Fairfax County has started a pilot
program for recycling clothing, shoes
and household textiles in blue
collection bins at the I-66 transfer
station.

Glass bottles can be taken to any of 24
purple containers in the county. Our
closest is the FC City recycling center on
Gordon Rd.  If you would like your glass
picked up, a company called Glass House
Recycling LLC employs high school
students who will pick up glass once or
twice a month on Sundays for $6 each
pickup. Email glasshousefcc@gmail.com 

Glass Recycling

Hazardous Waste

Hazardous waste is toxic, corrosive,
reactive or ignitable and poses a threat to
human health. Examples are electronics,
batteries, motor oil, cleaning & garden
chemicals.
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Take all Hazardous waste to the I-66
Transfer Statiom at 4618 W. Ox Rd,
FairfaxNever put hazardous chemicals
down a storm drain!



Q: Kristen, how have things changed?
A: More and more young families are moving in and
that’s so nice to see. And a lot of people are
changing and adding on to their houses. They don’t
all look the same and I like that they’re all a little
different.
Q: Do you know a lot of people in the neighborhood?
A: Once I got a dog, I started meeting all my
neighbors!
Q: What do you like most about living in Greenway
Downs?
A: I love the spring and fall festivals and all the
activities. And I like the way our board works
together to welcome people into the community.
Q: How long have you been on the board? What’s
your position?
A: I’ve been on the board for three years. When the
previous treasurer moved out of the neighborhood
and I took her position.
Q: What would you like to see happen in the future?
A: I’d like to see the community help older people in
our neighborhood stay in their homes. 

Interview with
Kristen Jones

Kristen moved to Greenway Downs
in 2001 and has seen a lot of
changes in 24 years.

COMPOSTING

Did you know that over 30% of trash going
into landfill is food waste? The average
American family throws out over 1,000
pounds of food a year. Composting gives
back to the earth the nourishment it has
given to us. Food waste that goes into
landfill can not naturally decompose and
so it releases methane gas which is 80
times more destructive to the environment
than carbon!
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FRONT PORCH
FRIDAYS (FPF)
are back!!
Do you love Front Porch Fridays? Come
join our 2025 FPF Kickoff at the home of
Michelle & Richard - 2770 Winchester
Way on May 2 (5:30-7:30pm)

We are currently looking for hosts for
dates throughout the spring and summer.
Email us: greenwaydownsinfo@gmail.com
to reserve your date today. All hosts
receive a $50 gift card to purchase
snacks/apps for the event. You can see
the latest list of FPF dates available for
hosting by scanning the QR code or check
out the FPF page on our website.

Let's continue to build on the great
success of our FPF series the past two
years!

Neighborhood 
Interest Groups
We have amazing groups in this
neighborhood, thanks to our awesome
neighbors. We hope everyone will try
one out at some point! There's no
commitment! 

Make sure to check out our site-
greenwaydowns.org/groups and
contact a group leader if you'd like to
join one!

SCAN ME FOR MORE INFO

SCAN ME FOR MORE INFO
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