
A Barn With 
By Heit!i Sinh:k 

Th~'" wbo lot'<' sN.'rel 
&Uir•3..YS.. CaNllt" dr11•·· 
bridges: a.nd h.istoric: housts 
c-an tine! all thrte ln onf! 
h~me reaturNi on 1he falls 
Church Home ai•d G.irden 
'four . 

Thi: Aoril t.9 tour wm in 
dudt 3. prr-RevoJutionary 
,var barn that w•$ ron· 
vc•rled b)· tile (':u-1 Harp1•rs 
int11 a. !llnne hOll!IC: w i th 11 
(lrawbndic- &1a~IIM' , T"hl:' 
6t,in-11.Se is modeled after 
lhe drawbrldJ:<' c,f theo Ch.a. 
tcnu <.:baunu,nt m Fr3nce. 

H,rper, ••ho died lo 1964, 
had 11, mastel"'.s dcgrt• In 
o1eronautkal · t>nitnee.rlna 
fn1m MIT. tte was ooth • d~ 
sl&ner and a test pJJot in the 
Navy. Ht:: masterminded tbe 
n!fl()vation of Ule batn, put· 
rhHl"d ln 1033. 

The renovation ineludes 
not oolr lM dnwbrldll:t 
!llail"Ca.M, bl.It a 12•f(J(lt high 
i:o11j)t,\011e u)d naenone fi1'1'· 
placeo, a .sus-p<:nded balcony 
and a acl.'ttl s-tone door that 
lt'adt to a m1.rrow 11pinl 
,;\airway . 

Harper btcamc en('batated 
..,,Ith tb(' 1•b.atea11 when he 
l'Jlll' it ••bile d11ini: reseaNh 
in f'Tanct u part of b1s job 
u n-11,·al ~ttac-he in t.ond-on. 
Later, when h+. and bis wife 
bouaht th<' h, r n, he drew up 
plan.s and had l). Jueal CU· 
p<"nl.ir bulld the d.T.iwb~~Jile 
11-Ct'Ordini lo hJS SPE'ttflt:t­
liOIU. 

Thi' wooden stilir-c:.a~t! in 
the twu ,stO,-Y·hlJtb th•ing 
room th11t •11$ c,ncc a hi)'· 
left is mou.rtted on t11aifl.$ 
and a<:lually ()perau, like ,11 

drawl>rldat 
- somettmts wbtn the- i;hi1· 

dren were pla) ·tna UJ)S\$ilr&. 
we wed tn ,draw up tbe 
sta.lttase, .. Mr11. Jbrper Te< 

c:alled. 
A direct dcS<~ndenl of I~ 

<:ahonta,, Mr" n~rpcr fur­
nished the stone bowc with 
famuy betrloonu and an, 
tiques. Now • blonde , viva· 
('ic,i,u; t;.rand m<>thrr, sh.i 
mo,·ed out of the house N"· 
cently .and bas rented it to 
11~Y't'r-al bac.·hel~rS. 

Thi' stone- nm n.c,r 111 I 2824 
Cut Cameron Jioad Is tocat· 
t(I un land ttputedl y OJ1et 
11wn•·d by C.N1n::e Mll$Cm, a 
Rcvolutionar)' War 11tatt&· 
man and tr i,tnd of Ccor&I' 
W;1Jthing:1on Uleal h•aend 
~lat('$ tl•at •·h('n frt•nrr al 
\\ a&b.in1ton e,ttl'ndtcl 11c:rv. 
lees at t he rau.s t:hu rch. 

he atabled bis horse In tbe 
ban'l. 

1'he ~tone bou~ rema.lns 
an imp~ivt lC5tUM11t to 
Jtarpl'r's iuve11t11<e mi.nd. A 
nava l engioHr fo HHS, be 
... -;1.'I 1;,mwth1nt1 of a piot'l~r 
in J1ii. f ield. lie desi~ned th1· 
,;\avy 1lyh1g boat equipped 
with liyc,lrovan-ts. fUaht 
'4'JCU'd tbt' Lockbee-d Siriu11 
for Cha .rles Llndbtrrgh •nd 
tau,l!)U ,\mclia Earhart bow 
W fly ,,,.,-in-enl!Jne alrcrd L 

"l US('d to JOke with Carl 
that he abould ba"t' married 
Amelia ," Mn. Harper uir1 
laughing, "but h<: alway, 
1.aild she was to dominotT· 
Int. I &;U$ he nttded tome. 
one lih me .,bo would go 
along .,Ith au his idca11 ... 

The lhtrptT& bo1.12bt the 
barn only two yurs a.ft.er 
Oley were ma1Tied Their 
hn"-'1: WN a wooden thtlJ, 
~ Harper decided to enc~ 
it In atone t.alh:d Fath 
Ch1.1rrh pink granite, <'Ut 
from a loeaJ qv.arcy . 

LooldnJ up at the pealtC'd 
NIOf, Mr!. Harp('r .. id, "On 
~nny days. the ray• or ~un. 
li&bt used to jlrt/lm in 
through all 1hc crack$ , and 
on rainy d11¥5 ~he water 
M"cmed to Sff'P lo h·tt1 · 
where except UMl$e cncllg, I 
bad buckel.!I 11el 11p all <wcr 
and ""'"'d h•"• quite an Or· 
chcstra1ioo e:olnJ:. Finally 
'll'e declctt<I to pt1t a tile roof 
CIYCir lhll (ltjgin•I 011('" 

H;irpcr·, tiobby waa eJe, 
phaot.$ and !011r stone Onf!I 
that Ol'ltt sen·1..-d as oounter· 
wc:ighl1 for the dra••brld2e 
arc now poslUoned outside 
under Ute uvH of the rOt.>C 
lo ltt!lp -11.1pport Lhc: wci,t.ht 
c,f Uic heavy tiles. 

'the ot1i:1n.a1 walls atm 
ptttcrvecl insicJe are made 
of Norwegian pint brouaht 
from Eu.rope by cotooJ.al ...et­
tlen . Most pMba.bly, the 
wood was OOC'E' used u b•l • 
Last tn sailing ships. Wher­
ever it wall n~C-s.'!.&r)' to re-­
pl•('(l or add nff boards, an 
attempt was made to m.atc.11. 
exactly the original wood by 
using c,ld Umber (rocn oth<:r 
farm buildioa1, 

Abo\•e the (Ja2stone chim-
0(')" tbere ls a wlodow in U14! 
tbJc.k stone .,.,a11. This unu. 
sual future 'A'll!I both fuoC'­
Uo,ial and dl'tor.itivc Qnc(' 
ii 11,•as dC'iigned to ad.mtt 
light trom abo1,e hHo the 
tWO·HOry lh-ln~ room, 11ntl 
{:0U ld be U!Cl'd II\ a $bOWCAJ;f 
for t ht' th ilrlren·s tree at 
Chrli.tmat. 

a Past 
H:arper d~J?:mid the <"11n+ 

C<tal e.d stone door a; the gide 
ur the baroniat-s:IU fitepJaee 
to ovrn silcntlr at the: touch 
c1f .:i fini;tr . When opened . 
th(' dl)l')'r rtvl'ab a ~lt1ne 
stairway tb.i lead~ in a 
lari:r recreatioo room that 
was c,nc(' ;1 !ll;iblt ror nurses 
and <'OW$. 

The httnging balcony in 
the liviqJ! r()()m dlY1d('$ the 
tw(l,,..\"lOry hi.Zh Conner hay. 
lof t inti> two noors , 'fb(' 
dOOl'I fo the bed.room• UI) 
$t11in iilid.- up and down ln· 
stead of 11J)('ning out oonven, 
Uon.aJl)'. 

"wti.en .she was $Cbool 
age, my d.au.,:lue.r used to 
tell the neighborhood chJJ· 
drt-n th/I.I we h;id S?hOSts to 
lt('('p them from prowlinlt 
aro1.:1nd c,ur bou.sc, but it wu. 
atweys a m•aoet for the cu• 
riou.s ane11,- Mrs. Harp,er 
said . 

WhJJe the 1boi5-u et the 
~n· wert actnowleda"I! 
ncuon.s. there are many 
Joul resident& who swear 
there are real one.11 baunUn~ 
the hi11tori.,: gn,u.nds (If 
Cbe:rry HUL !arm, an11tbcr 
atop on the tour 

J..ocated on Park Ave.nu.e 
oexc to city hall it tbe 
un~torcd cOlonial ba.rn 
and bu.ihfini ·, rci:tntly given 
to thr tit:r b)' memberi cif 
th(' 1<ill')' family 

A«orditt£ to Ceor&(' 
Lona. <'hairman of the HJ.a· 
wrioal <.:ommi.bion, cbunk.s 
uf • n old tr« in a ,hc(I out­
,idt of the l>artt err. p,irt of 
tht ''bandn1 tttc" f('ttntlr 
c.ut down nearby. Local leg­
end ,;ay,i t.hal the tn!e w•s 
u!l('d to hang Union 1pfo1, 1t 
is their ahom and tbo.;e or 
tbel.r &ray-dotbed a.dver­
sarles wbo are belle,•ed to 
bau.nt tbe grounds. 

On tour day. MrW<:ver. 
wh.llt ,•i.sltor• will stt tn.side 
th• o&rn a.re photoe,a.phs ot 
the museum propeaed by 
the H.lltorl.cal C.1mmlssiun. 
Plans are now awaiUr1.1;. a~ 
proval Crom the Qty coundL 

Tbcr.i will be 12 11tOp$ on 
Su.odAY'5 tour to be held 
trom 1 to 5 p..m. to benefit 
the Fall.!I Cburcll .EJ)isMi>aJ 
Da,y &boot Tickets •rt 
$2.50 f<,r ad1,1lt.'I, $1.25 for 
11tudenb. Tl."-i! will be icrv-td 
duri.,nJ: the alteroooo at the 
c:bun:?I. 

Fvr further information 
and rt11<:rvation,;, phone 634· 
8687 u.ntll noon dall,y. Tick· 
ets wtU also be a\'a.ilable on 
tbe day or the tuu" at e.acb 
Ju.1u.5e. De.('riplivf" 1,ro. 
thure, are alto avail,iblc. 
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