drmiRates e tlo-shory-negh liding roaem thal was once @ haylofi,

A Barn With a Past

By Heidi Sinick

Those wha love secrel
sipirways, castle draw-
hridpes and leistoric houses
can find all thres o one
nome featured on the Falls
Chureh Home and Ganden
Tour. )

The April 19 tour will in-
¢lude a pre-RevolulinBary
Wwar harn thol Wss con-
vorted by ihe Carl Herpers
intn & stone Homsa 'A'il:11: A
drawbridge staitense. The
stalrcaze is modeled afler
i drawbridme of the Cha-
teau Chaumont in France

Harper, who died in 1984,
had n master’s degred in
aeronautical enginesring
from MIT, He was both & de-
gigner and & test pllot in the
wavy, He masterminded the
renovation of Lhe bagn, pur-
chased in 1533,

“The resovatlon includes
not  only the drawbridge
staircase, ol a 12-foot high
sonpstone and fagstone fire-
place, a suspended baloony
and g seeret stonge door that
leads 1o @ marrow  spiral
stalrway.

Harper became enchanted
with the chafeau when he
=aw it while duing research
in France as part of his job
as paval aiiache in Londodn.
Later, when he and his wife
bought the barn, he drew up
plans and had a local car-
penter build the drawhbridge
pecording 1o his specifica-
LEn@E.

The wooden staircase |n
fthe twosinry-high Dving
room that was once & hay-
foft is mounted on chains
and acloally sperates like a
drawhbridge.

“Hometimes when the chil-
dren were playing upstairs,
we used tn draw up the
staircase,” Mrs, Harper re-
called.

A direct descendent of Po-
cphontas, Mr= [Marper fur-
nished the stone house with
[amily heiricoms and an-
Ligues, Now a blonde, viva-
chois  grand mother,  she
moved out of the house re-
cently and hass rented It to
several bachalors.

The stone manor al 2024
Easl Cameron Hoad (s locat-
ed on land reputedly once
wwnad by Genrge Mason, &
Revolutionary  "War states-
man snd friemd of George
Washinglon. Lachl legend
slates . that when Gepieral
‘Washington Attended serv-
fces al the Falls Church,

he stabled his horse in the
barn.

The stope house remains
an impressive festansenl lo
Harper's inventive mind, A
naval engineer in 1918, he
wai something of a plonees
in hig field. He desipned the
Navy [lying boal equipped
with - hwdrovanes,  flight
lested the Lockheesd Siries
far Charlea Lindbergh and
tauchi Amelis Earhart how
to fly twinenEine atcerafi,

“T used to Joke with Carl
that he should have married
Amelia," Mrs. Harper said
laughing, “but he always
sald she was ta domineer-
Ing. I guess he needed some.
tne like me who would go
along with a1l his {deas."

The Harpers bought the
barn only two vears afier
they were married, Their
house was 3 wooden shell
#0 Harper declded Lo encase
It Ia #one galled Falls
Church pink Eranite, eut
from a local quarry.

Looking up a1 the peaked
riof, Mri. Harper said, “On
sunny days, the rays of sun-
light wused to stream in
through sl the cracks, and
on rainy days the waler
seemed to Beep In every
where exeept Lhode cracks T
hed bockels set up all gver
and we'd heve guite an or-
chostration poing.  Finally
we decided 1o pul a Lile moof
wver twe original one"

Harper's hobhy was ele.
phants aod [our stone ones
that opce served as counter-
weighls for the drewbridge
are. pow positioned owlside
under the eaves of the ronf
to help suppori the weoight
uof the heavy tiles.

The originsl walls il
preservod  inside &re made
of Morweglen pine broaght
from Europe by colonial set-
tlers. Most probably, the
wood was onee used as bal-
last in =ailing ships, Wher-
ever il was necessary o re-
place or aidd new boards, an
attempt was made to mateh
exactly the original wood by
using old timber from other
farm buildings.

Above the flagstone chim-
ney there 15 & window in the
thick stome wall. This unu-
gzl [eatlure wad both fune-
tiona! and decorative sinee
it was designed to admit
light from sbove inle the
two-story  living room, and
voald be used iz & showeass
Inr the children's tree at
Christmas.

Harper designed the cnn-
cealed stone door at the side

of Lhe barenial-size fireplace |

to open sifently at the touch
of @ finger. When opened,
the dobr revedls g stone

stalewar that leads in a
large recreatlon room that
wis onee a slable [or Mrses
and cows,

The hanging haleony in
the livigg reom dvides the
two-story high [ormer hay-
Inft inie two foors. The
doors to [he Dbedeooms up
stairs elide up and down in-
stead of apening out conven-
Llomnaliv.

“when she was school
age, my daughier used to
tell the n!-'i_gjhl:rur.hmd chil-
dren thal we had ghosts 1o
keep  them from  prowling
aroand our hogse, but it was
always & magnet for the cu-
riols  omes,” Mres. Harper
said,

While the ghosts at the
Harpers' were acknowledged
fictions, there &re many
loeal residents who swesr
Lthere are real onexs haunting
the  Thistoric grodnds of
Cherry Hill farm, snother
Btop on the toar.

Located an Park Avenus
next o eily hall is the
unrestored  colonial  bern
and buildings rerently given
in the city by menvhers of
the Riley family

According to  George
Long, chalrman of the His-
torical Commission, chunks
of an old tree in & shed out-
side of the barn are part of
the “hanging trec" recentiy
cut down mearby. Local leg-
e says that the tree was
used to hang Union spics, Tt
is their ghosts and those of
their gray-clothed pdver
saries who are belleved to
hourt the grounds.

Om twur day, however,
what visitors will ser inside
the barn are photographs of
the museum propesed by
the Historleal Commission,
Plams are now awaitlng ap-
prowval from the oty codnetl,

There will be 12 stops on
Bunday's tour to be held
from 1 to 5 pam. to benefil
the Falls Church Eplscopal
Day School. Tickels are
8250 for adults, §135 for
students Tea will be served
during the alterpoon i the
chureh

For further information
and rescrvations, phone $34-
BT ontil noon dally. Tick-
ets will also be avallable on
the dav of the tour al each
Hornss, Deseriplive hro-
chures are alst available,
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