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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM

In the face of a rising crime rate in Green-
way Downs, this special meeting has been called
so that we will have the opportynity to discuss
workable solutions with those most involved in
solving our crime problem—the Police Depart-
ment and the Commonwealth’s Attorney. In
his speech in March, Mr. Frank of the Juvenile
Court said one of the best methods of control-
ling crime is community action. With more and
more people in the Downs reporting burglaries,
vandalism, housebreaking and physical violence,
our community must take action to halt this
spiral and protect ourselves.

Lt. Yames L. Wilt, representing the Chief
of Police, is the Officer in Charge of the Annan-
dale Substation, the largest and busiest station
in the county, Lt. Wilt has been with the Fair-
fax Police Department since September 1957.

Mr. Robert F. Horan, Jr.,, Common-
wealth’s Attorney, is responsible for prosecuting
cases for the state. In this position, Mr. Horan
brings much experience. Mr. Horan has been a
lawyer for seven years during which time he
served as Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney.
Among his other commitments, Mr. Horan is a
director of the Northern Virginia Mental Health
Association, a member of the School Vandalism
Study Committee appointed by the Board of
Education, and a member of the Zoning Proce-
dures Study Committee.

Support your community’s effort to con-
trol crime in Greenway Downs,

MAY MEETING

DATE: Wednesday, May 29
TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PLACE: Devonshire School Cafetorium

Graham Road and Lee Highway
SPEAKERS: Lt. James L. Wilt

Fairfax County Police Department
and Mr. Robert F. Horan, Jr.
Commonwealth’s Attorney

PROGRAM: How can we help prevent crime
in Greenway Downs?

BUSINESS MEETING
REFRESHMENTS

TOWN MEETING — MAY 27th

Mr. Tom Wright, Fairfax County Super-
visor of Providence District, is planning a town
meeting at Devonshire School, Monday, May 27,
at 8:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting is to
discuss problems in our community, especially
the proposed permanent closing of Jefferson
Avenue bridge over Tripps Run, and improve-
ments to Tripps Run. Residents are urged to
attend and to bring any other problems relevant
to our district before the meeting. Many local
and state officials will be on hand to answer
questions on many topics.




PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Irene T. Smith, President

We are just about to come to the vacation-
time of the year and so will have but one more
meeting before then. However, the May meet-
ing is a very important one and was requested
by you, so we will expect to see many of you
May 29 to hear Mr. Robert F. Horan, Jt., Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, and Lt. James L. Wilt,
Officer in Charge of our Annandale Police Sub-
station. We are very fortunate to be able to
have such busy men take time to come and talk
to us concerning our distressing community
problems.

We only had about a dozen members
present at our last meeting to hear Charles Hall,
our County Extension Agent, but I know I
learned what I hope will be the answer to a
stubborn problem with our lawn. We have tried
very hard to have interesting and varied pro-
grams this year and wish more of you would
make the effort to attent them. We miss you!

We have learned that many of you are
interested in finding out what can be done to
improve the standard of our streets. I know
some of you have very dangerous curb construc-
tion, a throwback to the days when they felt
the proper way to drain a road was by con-
structing a good deep ditch. I am sure this
situation has proved expensive as well as embar-
rassing if you have had visitors who did not
know of their existence either because of snow
or darkness and found themselves in a position
only a tow truck could help with. Therefore,

we have contacted our Supervisor, Mr. Tom

Wright, and he has suggested a method for work-
ing out a solution to this problem. See the item
on a petition following this column.

will also notice an article concerning
; eeting our Supervisor is holding Mon-
day, May: 27, to learn what our wishes are con-
cerning ‘Widening of the channel which serves
Tripps Run, the widening of the bridge over
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Jefferson Avenue or the opening up of Chest-
nut Avenue through to Annandale Road, and
the request of residents on Summerfield Road
to do something about the speed of traffic on
this street, These residents are suggesting that
the street no longer be a through street, closing
it possibly at Custis Parkway.

Have a good summer time and hope to
see you at the Picnic, June 8th.

PETITION FOR STREET IMPROVEMENTS—
In response to the queries of many residents of
Greenway Downs, your executive committee at
its last meeting made a motion “That a petition
be prepared asking that the Board of Super-
visors authorize the Department of Public
Works to have an engineering study made to de-
termine the cost of necessary curbs, gutters, and
storm drainage for the Greenway Downs area.”

Mr. Tom Wright, who as our Supervisor
advised on the proper method of solving this
problem, informs us that this type of action was
taken by residents of the Pimmit Hills section
and that they are to receive this construction
work in the next three years. A special district
was established and bonds were sold to finance
the work.

The engineering study that this petition
requests will not cost us anything, but will help

"us decide whether we wish to improve our area

in this manner. Incidentally, Mr. Wright tells
us that a new policy has been established under
which half of the cost of this improvement is
paid for by the County.

If this motion is passed by you on
May 29, the petition will be available for your
signature. We will need as many names as pos-
sible to give the needed weight to our request—
s0 please come out and give us your support!

SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM

On Tuesday, May 28, residents of Fairfax
County will vote on a School Bond Referendum
for $67 million—about 6.5 million less than re-
quested by the School Board. The School Board
plans to use about $17 million to finance the

‘modernization of some 30 older elementary

schools over a three-year period. This has been
urged on the School Board by the PTA. There
will also be many new schools built.

The referendum should be a must on your
schedule of activities. The vote must be “YES”
if we want to progress educationally. Vote
“YES” for the Bond on Tuesday, May 28.
—Mr. Elling Reich, President, Devonshire School PTA




THE GRASS IS GREENER

Mr. Charles Hall, Fairfax County Exten-
sion Agent, Agriculture, spoke to a small group
at our April meeting. Mr. Hall, who has been
with the Fairfax office for 10 years, explained
the purpose of the VPI Cooperative Extension
Service and then specifically discussed lawns in
our area,

The Cooperative Extension Service is a
cooperative effort between local, state, and fed-
eral officials in the field of agriculture and
homemaking. “Agriculture” in Fairfax County
ranges from proper farming methods to feeding
lawns correctly. Our extension trys to present
informal educational information to the public
through talks, bulletins, and questions to the
field office, which is located in the Fairfax
Circle Shopping Center.

Mr. Hall expressed the hope that residents
would take advantage of the service where a
horticulturist is on duty from 8 to 4:30 daily
(phone 273-7813) and a plant diagnostic labora-
tory is available. This laboratory may be used
to identify plants, diseases, insects, will make
nimatode assays and fertility analyses. Some of
the work is done locally and some is done at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg,

Another extension service is Tip-a-Phone.
Each week a message geared to the gardening
and homemaking problems of our area is pre-
sented by a member of the staff. The 24-hour
number is 273-8645.

Specific points on lawn problems for our
area were: Use only ground limestone when
bringing the ph to 6.0. Hydrated and burnt
limestone may have some toxic effects. In our
area only four elements are generally needed—
calcium, nitrogen, phosphate, and potash. When
comparing prices between fertilizer brands, one
must compare organic and manmade against
themselves, not against each other. The Exten-
sion recommends a mixture of Merion Ken-
tucky bluegrass and Redtop in sunny areas, and
Kentucky bluegrass, creeping red fescue, and
Redtop for shady areas. It is not recommending
Bermuda grass because winters here are not con-
ducive to its growth, or Zoysia grass because
most people do not like its brown winter color,
or Windsor because it has not been on the mar-
ket long enough to adequately compare it to
the other grasses.

Apply fertilizers, etc., length-wise of the
lawn and then across the width to avoid miss-
ing areas. Treat poisons carefully; keep under
lock and key out of reach of children and pets.

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS -

PICNIC — SATURDAY — JUNE 8

Diluted poisons on plants are generally harmless
as soon as they have dried if they are applied as
directed. Always read the label carefully and
follow directions exactly.

Don’t let clippings lie on a lawn and, in
fact, it is advisable to rake off the accumulated
thatch every few years. Power rakes are avail-
able for rental from lawn equipment dealers.
Kentucky has begun to certify its bluegrass; to
be sure of your product, look for the words
Certified Kentucky Bluegrass.

Many thanks to Mr. Hall for his enlighten-
ing talk.

GRADUATION CONGRATULATIONS!

Gerald L. Rains of 2829 Marshall Street
will graduate from Michigan State University
with a BS in Mathematics. Mr., Rains will also
be married on June 23 to Miss Andrea S. Camp
of Larchmont, New York.

Miss Reba A. Harnage of 2806 W. George
Mason Road will graduate from Mary Washing-
ton College with a degree in Psychology and
Elementary Education. Miss Harnage will be
married August 3 and plans to teach in Fairfax
County in the fall. ‘

William McCormac of 2757!Greenway
Boulevard will graduate from Virginia Poly-
technic Institute with a BS in Accounting.

Congratulations and best wishes for the
futures of these fine hard workers in our com-
munity. (The editor regrets that she lost the
note from one mother of two graduating sons.
Please call me again and we will include them in
the next issue of The Downs.)

THANKS—Your association wishes to thank
Girl Scout Troop 601 and Boy Scout Troop 677
for the fine job of delivering The Downs this
spring. April’s issue was delivered by the boys
and this issue by the girls. Many thanks; we ap-
preciate your time. ‘




ANNUAL GREENWAY DOWNS PICNIC

Saturday, June 8 at 4 p.m.

_in the Park west of Custis Parkway between Woodlawn Avenue and Monroe Sireet

Bring a chair
Declare a night out

Meet your neighbozs

Bring a friend

Volunteers needed! Call
Wayne Shipp, 534-9586

Delicious Food for sale

40¢ includes:
Hamburger on Bun
Baked Beans
Potato Chips
Cole Slaw
Ice Cream
and for 10¢ each—Soft Drinks

In case of rain, the picnic will be held June 15th

SCOUT NEWS

Got papers and magazines piled up to
here? Holding your old Yellow Pages? Well,
Cub Scout Troop 677 will be out in full force
for their May paper drive, Saturday, May 25,
from 9 to 11 a.m. Please put papers in cartons
or large paper bags at the curb to make it easier
for the boys to handle them.

A busy program of activities is planned by
the Cubs this summer. In June a picnic at
Cabin John Park is scheduled for the boys and
their families. A picnic and swimming party at
Cool Font, W. Va., is scheduled for some time
in July. The third event for the Cubs and their
families will be a sight-seeing trip to Roosevelt
Island in August.

Brownie Troop 575 toured Fairfax Hos-
pital on May 1. The tour included central sup-
ply, kitchen, laundry, pharmacy, laboratory, and
chapel. The girls’ outdoor “good turn” for the
year was clearing the sidewalk along Harper’s
Woods on Cameron Road.

Troop 575 has seven Brownies who will
“fly-up” to Junior Scout Troop 601 in a cere-
mony to take place May 29. They will cross the
traditional bridge, receive wings from their
Brownie leader, Girl Scout pins from their new
Junior leader, and make the Girl Scout promise
in a rededication ceremony.

The Brownie and Girl Scout year will
come to a close as all troops in the C.F.A. Serv-
ice Unit 1 combine forces for an “outdoor day”
Saturday, June 1, at Bull Run Park from 10
>til 2. The Senior Girl Scouts will demonstrate
their skills to the Junior Scouts and Brownies.
~ Both Troop 575 and Troop 601 will participate.

The girls in Troop 601 are still working
on their Outdoor Cook badge and most of them
will qualify for it soon, before they gain too
much weight.

The girls wish lots of fun in Scouting to
those who will be enjoying camping experiences
their summer through the various day and resi-
dent Scout camps in the area.

Boy Scout Troop 677 will be headed for
Goshen Scout Camp July 27 for one week of
full-time activities. Our camping site is in Camp
Ross which will again be headed by Mr.
Colangelo, Director, and Mr. Schaffer, Program
Director. In the past this summer camping trip
has proven to be the highlight of the year for
Troop 677. A weekend campout has also been
scheduled for Elizabeth Furnace, Va., May 25-
26. Also during the summer, Mr. Earl Hall will
conduct a 10-hour course of training in first aid
for the Troop, one of the Eagle requirements.

Honor Class Induction was held at the
1968 Scout Exposition for our newest Boy
Scouts, Billy Hall and David Yarbrough. John
Schaffstall and Pat Layland were promoted to
First-Class Scouts by the Troop Board of Re-
view on May 22. The following scouts have
completed the requirements for the stated merit
badges: John Redden, Reading, Public Speak-
ing; Tommy Stoddard, Public Speaking; David
Jacobs, Reading; John Schaffstall, Reading.

Mr. Sidney Layland is our new Scout-
master (532-9414). Mr. Van Rouse, Jr., is our
new neighborhood commissioner (214-8889).
The Troop Committeemen extend their heart-
felt appreciation for their kind and gracious
spirit.
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